


Galileo’s Crime

Was Galileo a hero or not? When is it
ever okay to break the rules?

These were some of the questions stu-
dents in grades 6 and 7 pondered as they
explored a script about Galileo at the
time of his controversial discoveries
about the earth’s rotation around the sun.

The script and theater arts program is
brought to MLC by Spirit Series—and
has also recently included The Ballad of
Sitting Bull, presented by the fifth grade
and Freedom Train presented by the

eighth grade class (see page 4).

As students learn the script,
write their own lines and poetry,
and design costumes and move-
ments, they are asked to think
about the point of view of the
historical characters and put
those understandings and ques-
tions into current-day perspec-
tive.

Exploring Point of View

The students in Room 19’s fourth grade
class worked with Denise lkatani to de-
velop their theatrical skills. Students
worked in four groups to write and perform
plays to convey the point of views of four
different groups of people during a critical
time in California’s history when the mis-
sions were being developed. The four skits
communicated the points-of-view of the
missionaries, the Native Americans, the
Spanish soldiers protecting the missions,
and the Mexican soldiers.

To hone their speaking skills, Ms. Manzo,
their teacher, worked with students weekly
in Reader’s Workshop on fluency and read-
ing with expression. In addition, Ms. Ika-
tani and Ms. Manzo videotaped the stu-
dents performances so they could view
themselves and assess their work. Were
they speaking clearly? Were they staying in
character? Could the audience hear and
understand them? Did their movements
match their words? Their process led to
greater success and increased understand-
ing.

Creating Meaning through Dance

After learning the Hopi Snake Dance and
other cultural dances, third graders became
choreographers and dancers to show what
they know about recycling. Working with
Music Center teaching artist Rosina Di-
dyik, students learned the difference be-
tween axial and loco motor movements and
the elements of an A-B-A pattern in creat-
ing dance.
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Working in groups, students used dance
criteria to choreograph and perform their
dances for each other. After each perform-
ance, the audience provided feedback in the
form of “stars” and “wishes.”

Rosina said, “Because MLC students are so
engaged in the arts on a regular basis and
are critical thinkers, | was able to do so
much more with them in six weeks!”
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Quest for Freedom

The eighth grade students studied U.S.
History this year—picking up right where
they left off in America’s Story in fifth
grade. To enhance their understanding of
the value of freedom, they performed
Freedom Train brought to us by Spirit Se-
ries and starring Harriet Tubman and Jim
Crow.

The play emphasized the great risks that
were taken along the Underground Railroad

&

and the strength of the people’s convictions (below) 8th Grade Class with Holocaust
about what was right and wrong for our Survivor Sidonia Lax, Mrs. Nadler & Mrs.
young country. Bornstein

The ideas of free- =
dom, actions of a
bystander, stand-
ing up for equal-
ity, and the
strength it takes to
survive an injus-
tice resurfaced
throughout the
year of study and
in particular dur-
ing a unit on the
Holocaust while
studying World
War Il.
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Learning through Technology at MLC

“This seems really important”
said a third grade student. “We
need to share this with the
world! ”

Third graders at MLC are the
ultimate environmentalists as
they explore the impact of pol-
lution and environmental con-
taminants on our world. When
Ms. Williams third graders
studied endangered species last
year, they found a way to share
their research with the world by
creating a website—which you
can see at
www.mlccharter.org/
rm1l.html

Future environmentalists in Ms.
Hernandez’s first grade class
last year also created a web-
site—demonstrating their
knowledge of animal habitats:
www.mlccharter.org/rm1/
rmlindex.html

Middle school students are
taking technology to an all new
level with a one-to-one student
to laptop ratio and elective
classes such as Film Produc-
tion. Critical thinking is at an
all time high as students are
comparing and contrasting
sources of data, applying infor-
mation learned in creative
ways, and analyzing data to
determine importance and rele-
vance of events in history. In
the near future students will be
synthesizing information to
create on-line historical muse-
ums, multi-media campaigns,
documentaries, and policy de-
bates relating to their work.

MLC teachers are participating
in a series of workshops this
year—focusing on web re-
sources and using software to
create films and animations.

Isai Munoz films Kaitlyn
Rickaby during Film Elective

For more stories like this go to:
http://multiculturalmoments.bl
ogspot.com/

Caring for Puppet Pals in Kinder

Evie Baneggas and Sun.

Ask any MLC student about
their Puppet Pal from Kinder
and they can probably dig
through their closet to find it!
Kinders make Puppet Pals early
in the year and then apply what
they learn around their social
studies theme of Families Car-

ing to their Pals. Throughout
the year, they will make food
for the Pals, build them shel-
ters, and provide them with
clothing and protection. Teach-
ers encourage parents to get
involved with the Pals and help
make them part of the family!
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Special points of
interest:

* Review your child’s
report card this week.

* Remember, you can
schedule a parent-
teacher conference at
any time. ?

* Winter Program per-
formances coming up
on December 15 and
16—check Decem-
ber’s Month-at-a-
Glance for specific
times!
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Grade-Level
Parent Breakfasts

The Recruitment and Retention Commit-
tee hosts breakfast discussions and tours
for each grade level each month. The
purpose of the Breakfast is to:

e  Give parents a chance to meet and
interact in a bilingual setting

e Provide an opportunity to discuss
“stars” (what parents like about
MLC) and “wishes” (what parents
would like to see happen at MLC).

e Tour the grades children will be
entering in the near future!

The Kinder and First grade breakfasts
took place in October and November
respectively with good attendance and
engaging discussions! Future grade level
breakfasts are as follows:

Second Grade: December 11, 2009
Third Grade: January 22, 2010
Fourth Grade: February 19, 2010
Fifth Grade: March 16, 2010
Middle School: April 23, 2010

If you’re interested in learning more or
have feedback, please contact Gayle
Nadler at 818-716-5783 or
gayle@mlccharter.org
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Celebrating Day of the Dead

MLC teachers have traditionally integrated
learning about the Mexican celebration Day
of the Dead—or Dia de los Muertos—into
their curriculum. It is a tradition rich with
storytelling, art, and foods with the purpose
of honoring and remembering those who
have passed away.

In fourth grade this year, it was an opportu-
nity to teach elements such as “reading
with expression” and the use of descriptive
details to inspire young writers.

remember and wrote stories about the
meaning and significance of the celebra-
tion. They shared their stories with each
other and explained the significance of the
items in their altars. The process created an
opportunity to learn and explore new vo-
cabulary, refine writing techniques, as well
as share personal stories with each other.

Students in Ms. Manzo’s fourth grade class
created alters for people they wanted to

The process created an

opportunity to learn and explore
new vocabulary as well as share
personal stories with each other.

Middle School Coaches

Have you seem some new staff members on the recess fields dressed in maroon and navy t-
shirts? Introducing our Middle School Recess Coaches who are working with young stu-
dents on the field during lunch recess to
ensure safe and organized play. The coaches
are being led and trained by MLC’s Pro-
gram Assistant Alexandra Koch—whom
you will often see out on the field guiding
the coaches as they learn to engage young
students. This is an effort to give the middle
school students leadership experience, as
well as provide them with time to be physi-
cally active. In this way, MLC students are
experience cross-grade relationships that are
positive and our younger students are having
more productive play during their lunch
recess. Coaches Tess McGilvray, Lexi Nadler and
Kaitlyn Velazquez

MLC Program Report




It’s Always a Good Time to ESCAPE'

Jonathon Rojo and Natalie Duarte are
learning to cook!

Second Grade Native American

Do you need a good architect? | can refer
you to about 50 experts here at MLC! The
second grade students became architects as
they embarked on a project to research,
design, and build homes of Native Ameri-
can Tribes.

In creating these model homes, students
needed to consider the tribe’s natural envi-
ronment and resources available to them in
the region of the United States they lived
in. They were expected to represent the
actual size and materials used by their tribe

A trumpet is sounding from the music
room, children are stretched on yoga mats
in Room 6 and there are soccer players
training on the field while a group of fifth
graders work to describe photosynthesis in
Homework Club. Working to make this
happen are college students, high school
volunteers, specialists, and consultants as
well as MLC administrators and teachers.

It’s a typical day in ESCAPE! New sched-
ules and registration forms coming in Janu-
ary for classes starting in February.

to build the homes and show the activities
of the people living in the homes, the natu-
ral landscape surrounding the home as well
as the animals that reside in the area. The
homes and written reports were shared
“museum style” with members of the MLC
community.

Mina Thomas in Room 5 said, “I learned
that just like the Native Americans, |
needed to work slowly and carefully in
order to build a successful teepee.”

Professional Cadres

MLC teachers have formed Professional
Cadres in an effort to meet schoolwide
instructional goals and share expertise. The
2009-2010 Cadres are focusing on Assess-
ment and Rubrics led by Rocio Duefias,
Silvia Hernandez and Alejandro Aguilar
and Building Academic Vocabulary led by
Luz Menendez and Alejandra Arce.

The teachers in the Cadres are working to
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guide the staff in these two areas by orga-
nizing staff meetings and serving as
coaches and demonstrating teachers in
MLC’s Peer Review process.

The goals for this year are to explore and
examine what we have in place in these
two areas, learn from each other, create

Ayanna Berg
and Amari
Espinoza
playing dur-
ing their
Sports Class
in ESCAPE.

A Pueblo home created by Jaden Hammer

consistency throughout the school and
identify needs and next steps for next year.
Members of the cadres are compensated for
their work above and beyond their roles as
classroom teachers—which is part of
MLC’s Performance-Based Compensation
Plan which is tied to Peer Review.

MLC teachers are focusing on Assessment and Rubrics and Building
Academic Vocabulary in their Professional Goal Plans for this year.
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The Ballad of Sitting Bull

History truly comes to life through MLC’s
partnership with Spirit Series—a wonderful
organization led by creative and talented
individuals who bring theatre arts to
schools. This fall, MLC’s fifth graders par-
ticipated in a three-week program to view
events from the point of view of historical
figures and perform before an audience.

Ivo Ramirez as Sitting Bull

As they learned about the actions of Sitting Ms. Vassallo, fifth grade teacher said the ex-
Bull, Crazy Horse and the Lakota Tribe and perience was an effective way to teach history
the events surrounding the Battle of Little  and reinforce reading skills. “Students were
Big Horn, students pondered the questions, able to predict, visualize, and make connec-
“Is life always fair?” and “Do we always tions to present life,” she said.

get what we deserve?” “I loved being a Lakota!” says student actor

In their reflections, students realized there ~ Alejandro Pantoja.
are many sides and perspectives to a battle
between nations and that life is not always
fair. They carefully examined the virtues

that guided the Lakota tribe and made con-
nections to the story and to their own lives.

Students chose roles, rehearsed, and de-
signed costume elements for their perform-
ance. They learned about projecting their
voices and speaking with expression. They
performed the Ballad of Sitting Bull in
front of parents and students in grades 3
and 4. Afterwards, they discussed the les- The Battle at Little Big Horn
sons learned with the audience.




